
Teamwork
Stanford University Women’s Basketball Presents:

where are they now? where are you going?

with coach tara vanderveer

An interactive illustrated story 
where you write the ending!



Welcome to “TEAMWORK”, part of the 
Interactive Creative Writing Program from the Stanford 
Women’s Basketball team and Coach Tara VanDerveer.

In its first year, the program is an initiative to promote reading, 
writing, and creative thought in elementary school children. 

The program runs from September 2010, through the 
spring of 2011, with each participant reading the provided 

illustrated workbooks, and finishing up each story either online 
or through the printed version you hold in your hands.

Participants submit their results to 
their teachers or finish the story online at 

www.gostanford.com/sports/w-baskbl/wbbgrant.html
A winner will be chosen from each school and you 

can read about them online! 

But that’s not all! At the back of this workbook, 
you will find a voucher for free admittance to a Stanford 
Basketball Game on November 28, 2010. Just bring your 

parents, brothers, sisters, and all your friends, and listen for 
an announcement of winners during the game! 

Good luck to everyone who participates! 
Coach VanDerveer and Stanford University salute you!

For information on participating in this program, 
please e-mail Sarah Boruta  — sboruta@stanford.edu
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You 
were right, 
marina, this 
is awesome! 

The 
Stanford 
cardinal 

really knows 
how to 
play!

the 
best part 

is coming up-- 
a talk by...

Stanford University Women’s Basketball Presents:

Teamwork
where are they now? where are you going?

...Coach Tara 
Vanderveer!

 

From:
Message   10 of 13

Done Respond

Kimmy- 
Will you be at the Women’s Basketball 
exhibition game @ Stanford tonight? Isis, 
Pete & James will be there 2...

I guess there’s also a talk on 
teamwork... COOL?

Marina Vallejo

Kimmy: 
See U there! :)

an interactive story with 
coach tara vanderveer...
...and you write the ending!



after a fun exhibition, the 
coach speaks about...

Hi Coach! 
Our after 

school team 
is playing at 
halftime in 
your next 

home game!

thank
you! I’m very 
proud of my 

players...

...and how 
they always 
worked as a 

team!

that’s 
harder than 
it sounds!

well, 
i’m the 

best shot 
on our 
team...

...but she 
really 

hogs the 
ball!

who 
are these 

guys?

i don’t know, 
but we have the 
court reserved!

what 
do you 
mean?

ha ha! 
maybe i can 

lend you all the 
i-Cardinal device 

for a bit... ...the 
teamwork 
app may 

help!

Pete!

Thanks, 
coach!

the Experts 
in our computer 

department developed 
this special app...

thanks 
for coming! 
Go cardinal!

...highlighting 
our hard-working 
basketball alumni!

the next day, and the kids are ready 
to practice for their upcoming game...

later...

Clap Clap Clap

...teamwork!

great 
speech, 
coach!



well, i’m 
going to go 

yell at them to 
get lost...

...or 
else!

Sure, Only
if you are 

ready for my 
super defense, 

marina!

marina-- 
i’m open! 
pass the 

ball! sorry, 
pete, i can’t 

risk it! We need 
this basket to 

win!..

the ball slips from 
marina’s hands...

Later, practice has begun, 
and the game gets off to a 

rocky start...

Interactive writing warm-up
What should James say to 
the kids on the court?

Have you ever felt angry about 
something at school?

Isis, 
are you ready 
to get scored 

on?

whoops!

Wait, 
James!

ha! 
you tell 
her, isis!



what’s the 
idea, marina? 
Pete was wide 

open!

we’re 
supposed 
to be a 
team!

Look, 
i’m sorry! I 

just got carried 
away, wanting 
to score by 

myself!

i know i’m 
not always the 
best teammate, 

but i am the best 
shot, so...

hey, 
look!

It’s the 
i-cardinal device 
coach VanDerveer 
loaned us-- it’s 

glowing!

It’s 
almost like it 

could sense what 
we were talking 

about!

Interactive writing module
The i-Cardinal Device has a special projector in it, 

presenting tales of stanford women’s basketball alumni.

Use your imagination and write down 
two other amazing things the i-cardinal device 

could do-- nothing is too crazy!

what are some modern day inventions that 
would have seemed impossible 200 years ago?



The i-cardinal device begins to glow, 
and then an amazing 3-d projection 
soars into the sky before the kids!

I can’t 
believe it-- 

this is soooo 
cool!

Wow! 
she has  

accomplished 
so much!

Candice Wiggins
                  Played for Stanford: 2004-2008

   

One time in practice, Candice 
was playing on the red team with 
the starters. The starting team kept 
beating the team of substitutes, 

and the players on the white team 
were discouraged. Coach 
VanDerveer switched 
Candice to the white team, 
knowing it would help the 
white team play better. 
Because Candice was 
so enthusiastic and 
competitive, the white 
team won the rest of 
the games. White 

won with Candice on 
the team, because she 

made everyone she 
played with better.



Look, 
another 
story!

another 
team 

player!

another 
talented 
cardinal!

Finally the projection fades, 
and marina and her friends 
stand together in silence. 

KATE STARBIRD
Played for Stanford: 1993-1997

Stanford was playing USC, and Kate was 
hot; every shot she took went in. Kate may 
have been taking most of the shots, but that 
was the best thing she could do for her team 
at that moment because she was making 
everything. The game came down to the last 
second and one of her teammates, Charmin, 
had the ball at the top of the key after coming 
off of a screen. The defenders ran to the wing 
to guard Kate, which left Charmin open  
  to drive to the basket for the game-winning 
   layup. Kate’s great individual performance 
     created openings for her teammates and 
        the team won the game because of 
           the play of everyone.



PASS
ING!

Wow, they 
are all such good 
teammates-- and 
i’ve been kind of 

selfish...
...i’m really 

sorry guys-- 
the i-Cardinal 
device showed 
me the way!

So let’s 
get to work 

on...

Wow, 
i’m, like, so 
choked up!

I promise 
to try and work 
with everyone 
from now on...

...because that’s 
what being part of 

a team is about!

The kids smile at each other, 
feeling truly like a whole team 

for the first time...

SHOOTING!

TEAMWORK!



GO 
CARDINAL!

I CAN’T BELIEVE 
OUR EXHIBITION 
GAME IS IN JUST 
A FEW SECONDS-- 

COOL, HUH?

I GUESS I’M A 
LITTLE NERVOUS-- 
SO MANY PEOPLE 

ARE HERE!

BEING 
NERVOUS IS 

NORMAL, MARINA-- 
FOCUS ON THE TEAM 

AND YOU’LL DO 
GREAT!

COACH 
VANDERVEER!

I HOPE 
I DO OKAY!

cool!

THANKS 
FOR LETTING 

US BORROW THE 
i-Cardinal Device-- 

IT WAS GREAT!

WELL, 
MAYBE THERE’S 
TIME FOR ONE 

MORE STORY IN 
HERE TO HELP!

FAST FORWARD JUST A FEW DAYS, AND THE 
STANFORD ARENA IS BRIMMING WITH FANS, AS THE 

FIRST HALF OF THE GAME COMES TO A CLOSE!

Clap
Clap

Clap

WE’VE 
BEEN PRACTICING 
SO HARD-- I KNOW 

WE’LL WIN!



The i-cardinal DEVICE 
begins to glow ONCE 

AGAIN, AS COACH 
VANDERVEER SHARES 
ANOTHER TALE OF A 
STANFORD WOMEN’S 
BASKETBALL GREAT!...

Vanessa nygaard
Played for Stanford 1993-1998

   

Another 
awesome 
story!

Vanessa nygaard
Played for Stanford: 1993-1998

MAYBE 
YOUR STORY CAN 
BE UP THERE SOME 

DAY, MARINA!

Vanessa was hurt and redshirted for 
one season. Since she didn’t play for a 
year, her teammates she was close to 
were all graduating while she was 
staying to play one more year. 
Vanessa was so emotional during 
her teammates’ last home game that 
she was crying on the court. During the 
game, she would catch the ball, shoot, 
and wipe away her tears while running 
back down the court. She made a lot of 
baskets that game, because she didn’t 
want her teammates’ last game to be 
a loss. She was so close to her 
teammates and cared so much for 
them that even though it was not 
her last home game, she still did not 
want to lose.



Take 
it away, 
james!

Poor 
marina!

I could 
probably make this 

shot, but James 
and isis are open, 

and closer!

I Need 
to be a good 
teammate!

My 
ankle-- it’s 

twisted!

What will 
we do-- Marina’s 

the best player we 
have, and we only 
have a minute in 

the game to 
catch up!

the game starts, and the kids 
are playing great-- but their 
opponents pull ahead in the 

final minutes...

Pete passes 
to marina...

Before  
james can  

shoot, Marina  
is accidentally 

tripped by a 
player on the 
other team!

who starts to shoot, 
then pauses...

Thanks, 
kimmy!

Ow!

You 
got it!

I’m 
open!

Things 
look bad 
for the 
team-- 
can you
help save 
the day?



Hey students-- 
now it’s up to 

you to finish the 
story!

Take what 
you know about the 

characters, and what 
the i-cardinal device taught 
them. How would you end 
this fantastic basketball 

journey?

Interactive writing module
The Kids’ Team is in trouble-- with marina hurt, it will be 
hard to win this game-- and they are down by two points!

Use your imagination and write down an ending to the story. If you want, 
go back and re-read the story for ideas on how it could end! if you need more room to 
write your ending, get a piece of paper and continue to tell the conclusion of this tale!

Great job! The game may be over, but it’s never... ...THE END!

is the ending 
happy, sad, funny, 
surprising-- it’s 

all up to you!



Autographs
Get your Stanford Women’s Basketball 

Player autographs at the game!
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