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An interactive illustrated story 
where you write the ending!



Welcome to “DETERMINATION,” part three of the 
Interactive Creative Writing Program from the Stanford 
Women’s Basketball team and Coach Tara VanDerveer.

In its first year, the program is an initiative to promote reading, 
writing, and creative thought in elementary school children. 

The program runs from September 2010, through the 
Spring of 2011, with each participant reading the provided 

illustrated workbooks, and finishing up each story either online 
or through the printed version you hold in your hands.

Participants submit their results to 
their teachers or finish the story online at 

www.gostanford.com/sports/w-baskbl/wbbgrant.html
A winner will be chosen from each school and you 

can read about them online! 

But that’s not all! At the back of this workbook, 
you will find a voucher for free admittance to a Stanford 
Basketball game on February 26, 2011. Just bring your 

parents, brothers, sisters, and all your friends, and listen for 
an announcement of winners during the game! 

Good luck to everyone who participates! 
Coach VanDerveer and Stanford University salute you!

For information on participating in this program, 
please e-mail Sarah Boruta  — sboruta@stanford.edu
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 IT’S THE END OF ANOTHER SCHOOL DAY, AND 
THE STUDENTS ARE READY FOR SOME REST AND 

RELAXATION BEFORE IT IS TIME FOR HOMEWORK.

I CAN’T 
WAIT TO GET ON 

THE COURT WITH JAMES, 
ISIS AND PETE-- HOW 

ABOUT YOU, ISIS?!

YOU SAID IT, 
KIMMY! HEY, look! 
It’s eve, from our 

algebra class!

hey, KIMMY! 
do you Want 
to go to the 

mall?

there’s 
this great 

pair of shoes 
i want!

well, i’d 
like to, but, 
you see...

sorry eve, 
we have practice 

in a little
bit.

we’ve got 
a new set of 
drills to run 

through to get 
ready for the big 
game next week!

kimmy and 
i are gonna 
play for the 

Stanford women’s 
basketball team 

one day!

whatever, 
isis! I think kimmy 

can speak for 
herself...

...right,
kimmy?

well, 
girl, what’s 
it going to 

be?

FOR ONE GROUP 
OF FRIENDS it IS 

ALMOST TIME FOR...

...BASKETBALL! 
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Well… I’d love to 
hang out with you-- But 
playing for the Stanford 
Women’s Basketball team 

is a very important 
goal for me. 

As Coach 
VanDerveer says, 

working towards your 
goal day in and day out 
is a sure way to realize 

your dreams!

well… Okay. 
If it’s that important 

to you, then I 
understand.

Thanks, Eve-- 
How about we go 
to the mall on 

Saturday? 

Why don’t 
you come over 
to my house on 
Saturday and we 

can hang out.

sounds 
like fun!

Oh, and Isis 
-- i’m Sorry 
if I was rude 

earlier.

That’s okay, 
Eve. See you 

later!

have fun-- 
see you 

saturday, 
kimmy! BYE!



soon, the team is on the 
court, practicing dribbling, 

passing, and shooting...

But there is something 
more these young players 

are learning...

here 
you go, 
Pete!

Nice 
pass, 
kimmy!

That one 
would be 

worth three 
points!

Nice shot 
marina! these 

drills are really 
paying off!

Wow, what a 
great practice! I feel 
like I could play for 

stanford now! If we stay 
focused and don’t 

give up, there’s 
nothing we 
can’t do!

Teamwork.

friendship.

Determination.

determination writing warm-up

what goals do you have? 
what things are important to you?

how can you work to achieve your goals?



“Stay Focused.”

it seems like such an easy thing to do-- but 
even the best, most dedicated people can lose 

track of their goals-- and commitments...

One story leads to another... and another, until...

Saturday:
Eve’s House

I’m so 
glad you could 
come over-- 
it’s like old 

times...

The best part 
is meeting Coach 

VanDerveer, and the 
Stanford women’s 
basketball team!

hey, Remember 
the things we did 
last summer when 
we worked at the 
swimming pool 

concession 
stand? 

now, 
that was 

fun!

we could 
barely stop 

laughing long 
enough to serve 
the ice cream and 

snacks!

ha ha! 
remember 

when we went to 
the park and met 

up with...

Oh no!

I totally 
lost track 

of time!

I was 
supposed to 

meet up with the 
others for the 

game an 
hour ago! 

that 
reminds me--
I should leave 
for my game 

soon...

Ha ha Ha ha ha ha

Yeah, I’ve 
had a fun and 

exciting time with 
isis, james and 

the rest... 



Kimmy has an uneasy feeling in 
her stomach, but soon, she and eve are 

hanging out-- everything is cool...

meanwhile...

kimmy, 
You probably 

forgot...

They 
probably didn’t 
even notice you 
weren’t there!

...because 
we were having so 
much fun like we 

used to!

I better go-- 
there may still be 
time to help out 

the team!

I just 
hope they 

aren’t too mad 
at me...

What’s the 
big deal? You’ve 
been working so 

hard on basketball, 
you forgot how to 

have fun!

you’re 
already late. 

Just hang out with 
me today and you 
can make it up to 
them next time! well... 

okay.

man--
We’re 

getting 
whooped!

Where’s 
kimmy?



Days pass, and Kimmy and 
eve have a great time talking, 
shopping, and hanging out. 

They never miss a sale...

From her powerful i-cardinal 
device, Coach Tara VanDerveer 

keeps track of the kids...

...but kimmy is missing 
something: basketball practice! 

Not surprisingly, her other 
friends are getting concerned...

Where is 
Kimmy? 

She said she 
couldn’t make it 
today either…  

hmm-- 
i have an idea 

of someone who 
might be able 

to help...

You want to 
go check out 

the new mobile 
devices?

Sure-- 
let’s go!

Kimmy may 
be in for a 

hard lesson 
about balancing 
between hard 

work and 
play...

Interactive writing module
What should Kimmy be doing differently? Why? 



Welcome 
back!

In the 
middle of the 

season?

I didn’t 
even see 

you go for 
the ball!

Like my 
move? I’ve been 
practicing it all 

week!

Uh, i 
mean-- 
sure!

Well, 
let’s find 

out!

Hey!

Glad you 
could come 
and watch, 

eve!

we had 
just about 

given up 
hope...

Be nice, 
james!

It’s 
cool you 
are back 
kimmy.

Hey, team! 
I’m here for 

practice

Yeah, sorry i 
haven’t been 

around...

Everybody 
needs a break 

some time, 
right?

The break 
was great-- i 
think i’m more 

alert than 
ever!

two weeks later...



Wow-- 
huff huff-
- i stink!

you’ll 
get back in 

shape!

No 
Sweat, 
Kimmy!

This is 
harder than I 

remember!

I’ve let 
myself 
down. Oh, 

this is all 
my fault...

No, eve-- 
there was time 

to hang with you-- 
and practice.

Sounds like you 
are on the right 

path, Kimmy!

I thought 
i’d come by and 
see my favorite 
young team...

...by appearing 
through the i-cardinal 

device i gave you. I hope a 
hologram*  is almost 

as good as the 
real thing!

Coach 
VanDerveer!

I-- i’ve 
really goofed 

up-- and let the 
team down.

Huff 
Huff-- Right 

past me!

ugh--
Blocked!

Not 
again!

don’t 
give up!

practice 
begins, with 

drills, running, 
and eventually, 

a scrimmage. 
james, isis, 

marina, and pete 
have all improved, 

but what about 
Kimmy?

kimmy quickly realizes that her break from 
the team may have gone a little too long!

Hologram - a three Dimensional imagery 
projection of an object or person.



The i-cardinal device has created a living image of coach 
VanDerveer, and continues to glow brilliantly, forming an 

entire holographic basketball court around the kids...

It’s time to share 
a few stories about 

Stanford alumni who used 
their determination to 

achieve big things-- 
both on the court 

and off!!

Kate Paye
Played for Stanford: 1991–1995

Kate was not recruited or given a scholarship to play 
basketball at Stanford; instead, she walked onto the team 
because she wanted to play. When Coach VanDerveer told 
Kate she would not be one of the team’s starting guards, 
Kate asked to switch from the guard position she always 
played so she would not have to be a substitute player 
and come in off of the bench. Kate always found a way to 
be on the court and compete, and playing a different 
position allowed her to be on the court more often. 

Kate finished her career as the the team’s three-time 
defensive stopper, went from being a walk on to a team 
captain, and was one of the most competitive players to 
ever play at Stanford. She is currently an assistant 
coach with Stanford’s women’s basketball team and 
is inspiring the Stanford players with her determination 
and work ethic.

Angela Taylor
Played for Stanford: 1990–1993

Angela was a very unselfish player. 
She was always the last person put in 
the game, and sometimes wasn’t even 
subbed in until the final minute. However, 
she was always hardworking and 
determined. 

One day, when Tara asked her players 
to write down their role on the team on 
an index card, Angela wrote down “spread 
sunshine”. No matter what position Angela 
was in, she was focused and determined 
to succeed and do whatever it took to win.



EVON Asforis
Played for Stanford: 1985–1989

As a freshman, Evon was a starter on the team and got to play 
a lot. She enjoyed a lot of early success on the court and things 
came relatively easy. Unfortunately, Evon then injured her knee 
and had to have surgery. When Evon came back after her 
surgery, she was not at full strength and only played limited time 
during games and her role on the team was reduced. This was 
extremely disappointing and difficult to deal with compared to 
how things were before.

Instead of making excuses or giving up, over the next couple of 
years, Evon dedicated herself to working out, strengthening her 
body and improving her skills. Evon was extremely enthusiastic, 
high-energy and positive every day and her teammates could 
always count on her. By her senior year, Evon had worked her 
way back to being an important contributor on the team and 
was a big part of the team’s success. Evon’s determination to 
stick with things, work hard, and never give up made her a great 
player and has helped her become a successful lawyer today.

all these women 
were not only determined 

players, but dedicated students! 
They had to make sure they didn’t 

neglect one part of their life 
for another.

I guess 
it’s never too 

late to get your 
determination 

back!

I’m going 
to practice until 

I’m the best I 
can be!

Eve, you and 
I can still hang 

out-- I just need 
to balance my work, 

and my fun!
I really 

understand 
Kimmy-- and 

agree!

Ha h
a Ha ha

 ha ha



THE
END

Wow-- 
I guess 

determination 
can work in my 

life too!

I’ve always 
wanted to be a 

writer, but thought it 
was probably too 
much work-- or 

too hard!

But now, 
I think i’ll 

try! and why 
shouldn’t i?

Well, it’s 
time for me to 

go-- but remember-- 
determination will 

help anyone 
achieve great 

things!

Thanks coach, 
For everything! And after 
a hard practice like this, 
I’m determined to get 

some ice cream! who’s 
with me? Ha ha Ha ha ha ha

Ha h
a Ha ha

 ha ha

Interactive writing module -- you write the ending
Coach vanderveer’s stories and guidance helped Kimmy and eve to reevaluate the way they were  
spending their time. Write about the two friends and how they spent their time a week later.



Autographs
Get your Stanford Women’s Basketball 

Player autographs at the game!
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